Unit 3 Set Discussion:  Networking and Smalltalk

Situation

You are attending a Chamber of Commerce mixer in the city of Pasadena, California.  Prospective clients and business partners as well as executives and industry leaders are at the event.  The opening presentation has just finished, and now attendees are free to eat, drink, and mingle.  

Task

1. Make a business card for yourself that includes the following information.  You can use real or imaginary information.
A. Your name
B. Your title
C. Your company
2.  Move around the room and mingle with other students. Hint:  try to use open questions.  Your goal is to connect with someone who could be a useful business contact in the future.  Speak with as many people as possible.  Remember, only exchange business cards at the end of your conversation, if you feel that you met a good contact.  

Advice
Sample open questions:

What do you think of….?

What do you like about…?
What kind of business are you in…?

About Networking…

Modern networking is not only about discovering who can help you, but it’s also about finding people that you can help.  Try becoming a “connector,” someone who is known for bringing businesses and associates together.  You will find that this is much easier, more natural, and, in the end, more beneficial than traditional “what’s in it for me?” networking.
Glossary
Chamber of Commerce:  an association, primarily of people in business, to promote the commercial interests of an area.
Mixer:  a social event, such as a party, where people can meet informally.
Mingle:  to associate or take part with others; participate.
Contact:  an acquaintance or colleague through whom a person can gain access to information, favors, influential people, and more.






